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BOT TO CONSIDER ROOM AND BOARD INCREASES. PURCHASES
CHARLESTON -- The Eastern Illinois University Board of Trustees will consider
an increase in room and board rates for the 2000-2001 academic year when they gather for their
annual meeting at 8:30a.m. Monday, April17, in the University Ballroom in the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.
If approved, room and board rates for students living in Eastern's residence halls and
Greek Court will increase between $98 and $198 per semester. Depending on the meal plan
chosen, room and board rates will range from $2,000 to $2,250 per semester.
More than 1,000 Eastern students who signed a "millennium" housing contract
last year to lock in 1999-2000 room and board rates will not be affected by the
proposed increases.
"Even with the recommended increases, Eastern's room and board rates are
among the lowest in the state," said Lou Hencken, vice president for student affairs.
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As an added convenience, students now have the option of purchasing "dining
dollars" in addition to their regular semester meal plans which can be used to buy extra meals in
any dining center, make purchases at Eastern's Coffee Express and food court in the University
Union, or provide dining center meals to guests.
Graduate students and families living in University Apartments also are expected to see
an increase of$10 to $12 per month with rents ranging from $304 to $343. The per-semester-cost
for upperclassmen living in University Court apartments will range from $1,835 to $2,500 after
increases of $86 to $128 depending on the type of accommodations.
Hencken said additional revenue generated from the room and board increases
will support the rising cost of maintenance for housing facilities as well as fund a networking
project which will eventually give all students living in university housing high-speed Internet
access without using a modem. The networking project also will provide for voice, data and
video/cable television networking capabilities in students' rooms. He also said an anticipated
increase in the minimum wage will have a significant impact on housing and dining operations
which employ around 800 students.
Hencken noted that some $1.7 million is budgeted next fiscal year for residence hall
improvements. Projects include replacing the air conditioning in Lawson and Taylor halls and
hot water lines in Carman and Douglas halls, making additional facilities handicapped accessible
and purchasing new carpeting, mattresses and draperies.
In other business, the board will consider awarding four separate construction contracts,
totaling $288,444 (including $26,222 contingency), to remodel six restrooms in the east wing of
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the University Union to make them handicapped accessible and to restore hot water.
Recommended vendors are Jerry Childs Inc. of Decatur, $167,350 for general construction;
Bodine Electric of Mattoon, $12,551 for electrical construction; Me Williams Mechanical,
$75,475 for plumbing construction; and Industrial Roofing Co. of Mattoon, $6,846 for
ventilating construction.
The board also will be presented bids for the installation of fire sprinklers in Pemberton
Hall, which will increase the fire safety for the occupants of the oldest residential facility on
campus. The project is being completed in an historic manner. Trustees also will hear from
Hencken, who will present a report on fire/life safety at Eastern in light of the Seton Hall
University (New Jersey) residence hall fire in January that resulted in numerous injuries and
three fatalities.
Trustees also will be given a list of more than 30 potential capital projects that are
expected to be in the planning, design, or construction phase during fiscal year 2001. The
projects, totaling more than $96 million, include renovations to Booth Library, the rehabilitation
and expansion of the Doudna Fine Arts Center, the construction of an addition to the University
Union and a hazardous waste storage and handling facility, and the installation of a chilled water
loop in the south quad. Many of the projects listed are contingent upon the availability of state
funding.
Other action items include the election of board officers. Currently Carl Koerner Jr. of
Effingham is serving as chairman, Nate Anderson of East St. Louis as vice chairman and Keith
Branson of Mattoon as Executive Committee member pro-tem. Trustees will welcome Jeff
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Lezotte of Chicago, who was recently appointed to the board by Gov. George Ryan and replaces
Board Secretary Tom Johnson of Rockford, whose term expired in January. Other
board members include Roger Dettro, D.D.S., of Mattoon; Mack W. Hollowell, M.D., of
Charleston; and Betsy Mitchell of Champaign. Michael Leshoure of Champaign is the student
trustee.
Board members also will consider recommendations for naming university property and
awarding tenure and an honorary degree and will review proposed meeting dates for 2001 which
include Jan. 22, April16, June 11 and Oct. 15.
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